
Dear Students: 
 
I am writing to introduce myself to you and to tell you about myself as a teacher. 
 
I teach because I love learning.  Being a teacher is the best way I have found to be engaged in my 
own learning process everyday.  I don’t believe that a classroom is a place where teachers give 
knowledge to students.  Rather, my ideal classroom is one where the teacher is a more 
knowledgeable advisor and the students are experts themselves.  In this type of classroom students 
add as much to each other’s learning and mine as I do to theirs.   
 
I strongly believe everyone can learn almost anything. When I was growing up I thought that 
intelligence was fixed.  I believed that people were born with abilities, and if you weren’t, there was 
a set limit to what you could do.  Scientists are actively engaged in a debate around this question, 
but I’ve done my own research and have come to the conclusion that intelligence is fluid; it’s a 
changeable thing.  I believe that true intelligence is not something you are born with, but rather 
something you control based on how you respond to your environment.   
  
I am telling you all this because I want every one of you to consider your capabilities infinite.  Most 
schools and students believe that intelligence is fixed, whether they consciously decided that or not.  
At many schools there are the “smart kids” and the “not as smart kids.”  I want you to approach 
your learning as something you have control over.  All of my students are the “smart kids.”  Start 
thinking of yourself with that label if you don’t already. 
 
The foregoing is good news and bad news for you.  Since I am here to learn from you and believe 
that you all have limitless ability, it means I have super high expectations.  Although I will not 
lower my expectations, I will be gentle.  I will not expect you to know something right away.  I 
won’t be mad if you don’t understand something.  In fact, I will be the opposite.  I will be excited to 
hear that you don’t understand.  Questions are how we will truly learn.  Therefore having the ability 
to admit what you don’t know, and sharing what you would like to know, will be rewarded. 
 
I am thrilled to be your teacher this semester.  As a great teacher once said, “I trust you all have 
gotten off to a good start this year.  If you have not, and feel you are struggling do not worry, 
tomorrow is a new day.  I am a big believer in new beginnings.  Today is a new day so live.” 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
Saddleshoos 


